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enough. Francisco de Tavora was consequently dispatched
to Malindi to load up with provisions and return with any
ships he could collect.

His squadron thus reduced to a single unit, Albuquerque
lingered on the Cirne about Guardafui and the Abd-el-Kuria
Isles. Time passed in exploring those shores, fraternizing
with the simple people of the Somali coast, and looking out
for Red Sea shipping. Of this he caught one sample only in
about two months, which shows that Guardafui was not
always so exciting as some seemed to think.

Francisco de Tavora returned in April. With him came
Diogo de Melo and Martim Coelho, just out from Portugal
on their respective ships. As nobody at Socotra or on board
the Cirne could have had news of home for quite two years,
the new arrivals must have found themselves very popular.

Francisco de Tavora also brought with him the rich
spoils of a Cambay vessel he had captured, and some pro-
visions, though not nearly enough. Albuquerque observed
that he might with advantage have spent more time in
loading food-stuffs and less on the pleasures of the chase!

During the commander's absence at Guardafui, Socotra
had again got into trouble. The garrison had quarrelled
with the natives and he found the island up in arms. Instead
of leaving for Muscat as he intended, Albuquerque decided
to remain at Socotra during the monsoon. After chastising
the rebels, he imposed on them a yearly tribute of twenty
cows and sixty goats as well as forty loads of dates to be
supplied to the garrison. The food problem was solved in
this manner, at any rate for the time being.

Socotra was a bad harbour to winter in during the
terrific gales that year, and the ships were more than once
in danger. Francisco de Tavora's Rey Grande especially had
so much superstructure fore and aft that, for safety, Albu-
querque ordered the castles to be cut down. Young Francisco,
to whom the tallness of his ship was evidently a source of
pride, took this as a personal insult. He would resign his
captaincy, he declared wrathfully. Since Albuquerque was